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THE BRANCH

Every Branch in me that Beareth Not Fruit, He
taketh It away — John 15:2

Here we have one of the chief words of the
parable —branch. A vine needs branches: without
branches it can do nothing, can bear no fruit. As
important as it is to know about the Vine, and the
Husbandman, it is to realize what the branch is. Before
we listen to what Christ has to say about it, let us first
of all take in what a branch is, and what it teaches us
of our life in Christ. A branch is simply a bit of wood,
brought forth by the vine for the one purpose of serving
it in bearing its fruit. It is of the very same nature as the
vine, and has one life and one spirit with it. Just think a
moment of the lessons this suggests.

There is the lesson of entire consecration. The
branch has but one object for which it exists, one
purpose to which it is entirely given up. That is, to
bear the fruit the vine wishes to bring forth. And so the
believer has but one reason for his being a branch—but
one reason for his existence on earth —that the heavenly
Vine may through him bring forth His fruit. Happy the
soul that knows this, that has consented to it, and that
says, I have been redeemed and I live for one thing—
as exclusively as the natural branch exists only to bring
forth fruit, I too; as exclusively as the heavenly Vine
exists to bring forth fruit, I too. As I have been planted

by God into Christ, I have wholly given myself to bear
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the fruit the Vine desires to bring forth.

There is the lesson of perfect conformity. The
branch is exactly like the vine in every aspect—the same
nature, the same life, the same place, the same work.
In all this they are inseparably one. And so the believer
needs to know that he is partaker of the divine nature,
and has the very nature and spirit of Christ in him,
and that his one calling is to yield himself to a perfect
conformity to Christ. The branch is a perfect likeness
of the vine; the only difference is, the one is great and
strong, and the source of strength, the other little and
feeble, ever needing and receiving strength. Even so the
believer is, and is to be, the perfect likeness of Christ.

There is the lesson of absolute dependence. The
vine has its stores of life and sap and strength, not for
itself, but for the branches. The branches are and have
nothing but what the vine provides and imparts.The
believer is called to, and it is his highest blessedness to
enter upon, a life of entire and unceasing dependence
upon Christ. Day and night, every moment, Christ is to
work in him all he needs.

And then the lesson of undoubting confidence.
The branch has no cure;the vine provides all; it has but
to yield itself and receive. It is the sight of this truth
that leads to the blessed rest of faith, the true secret of
growth and strength: "I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me."

What a life would come to us if we only consented
to be branches! Dear child of God, learn the lesson. You
have but one thing to do: Only be a branch—nothing
more, nothing less! Just be a branch; Christ will be the
Vine that gives all. And the Husbandman, the mighty
God, who made the Vine what it is, will as surely make
the branch what it ought to be.

Lord Jesus, I pray Thee, reveal to me the heavenly
mystery of the branch, in its living union with the
Vine, in its claim on all its fullness. And let Thy all-
sufficiency, holding and filling Thy branches, lead me to

the rest of faith that knows that Thou workest all.
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THE FRUIT

Every Branch in me That Beareth Not Fruit,
He Taketh It Away —John 15:2

Fruit. —This is the next great word
we have: the Vine, the Husbandman, the
branch, the fruit. What has our Lord
to say to us of fruit? Simply this—
that fruit is the one thing the branch
is for, and that if it bear not fruit, the
husbandman takes it away. The vine
is the glory of the husbandman; the
branch is the glory of the vine; the
fruit is the glory of the branch; if the
branch bring not forth fruit, there is
no glory or worth in it; it is an offense
and a hindrance; the husbandman
takes it away. The one reason for the
existence of a branch, the one mark
of being a true branch of the heavenly
Vine, the one condition of being

‘.'n allowed by the divine Husbandman

4 to share the life the Vine is—bearing
fruit.

And what is fruit? Something
that the branch bears, not for itself,
but for its owner; something that is to

be gathered, and taken away. The branch does indeed
receive it from the vine sap for its own life, by which it
grows thicker and stronger. But this supply for its own
maintenance is entirely subordinate to its fulfillment
of the purpose of its existence—bearing fruit. It is
because Christians do not understand or accept of this
truth, that they so fail in their efforts and prayers to
live the branch life. They often desire it very earnestly;
they read and meditate and pray, and yet they fail, they
wonder why? The reason is very simple: they do not
know that fruit-bearing is the one thing they have been

saved for. Just as entirely as Christ became the true
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Vine with the one object, you have been made a branch
too, with the one object of bearing fruit for the salvation
of men. The Vine and the branch are equally under the
unchangeable law of fruit-bearing as the one reason of
their being. Christ and the believer, the heavenly Vine
and the branch, have equally their place in the world
exclusively for one purpose, to carry God's saving love
to men. Hence the solemn word: Every branch that
beareth not fruit, He taketh it away.

Let us specially beware of one great mistake.
Many Christians think their own salvation is the first
thing; their temporal life and prosperity, with the care of
their family, the second; and what of time and interest
is left may be devoted to fruit-bearing, to the saving of
men. No wonder that in most cases very little time or
interest can be found. No, Christian, the one object with
which you have been made a member of Christ's Body
is that the Head may have you to carry out His saving
work. The one object God had in making you a branch
is that Christ may through you bring life to men. Your
personal salvation, your business and care for your
family, are entirely subordinate to this. Your first aim
in life, your first aim every day, should be to know how
Christ desires to carry out His purpose in you.

Let us begin to think as God thinks. Let us accept
Christ's teaching and respond to it. The one object of
my being a branch, the one mark of my being a true
branch, the one condition of my abiding and growing
strong, is that I bear the fruit of the heavenly Vine for
dying men to eat and live. And the one thing of which I
can have the most perfect assurance is that, with Christ
as my Vine, and the Father as my Husbandman, I can
indeed be a fruitful branch.

Our Father, Thou comest seeking fruit. Teach us,
we pray Thee, to realize how truly this is the one object
of our existence, and of our union to Christ. Make it the
one desire of our hearts to be branches, so filled with the

Spirit of the Vine, as to bring forth fruit abundantly. i
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Bi %% % (H.W.Longfellow,1807 —1882)
EEEFAVFBETFN, WA K
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Tell me not in mournful numbers,
Life is but an empty dream!
For the soul is dead that slumbers,

And things are not what they seem.
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Life is real! Life is earnest!

And the grave is not its goal;

Dust thou are, to dust thou returnest,
Was not spoken of the soul.
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Not enjoyment, and not sorrow,
Is our destined end or way;

But to act, that each tomorrow
Find us farther than today.
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Art is long, and Time is fleeting,

And our hearts, though stout and brave,
Still, like muffled drums, are beating
Funeral marches to the grave.
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TIFER T, AR ” (7F90:17 ). A
I, TR B 'G Rat, FRATHEEE « Z MBI » (36
5:16) .

In the world's broad field of battle,
In the bivouac of life,

Be not like dumb, driven cattle!
Be a hero in the strife!
HRA—H L&,
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Trust no future, however pleasant!
Let the dead past bury its dead!

Act, act in the living present!

Heart within, and God overhead!
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Lives of great men all remind us
‘We can make our lives sublime,
And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sand of time.
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Footprints, that perhaps another,
Sailing over life's solenm main,

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
Seeing, shall take heart again.
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Let us then be up and doing,
With a heart for any fate;

Still achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to labor and to wait.
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